
 

Bridge between East and West in  

Medicine, Art and Culture 

More than 20 years ago, a group of dedicated citizens 

of Salzburg founded the Salzburg Stiftung of the 

American Austrian Foundation (AAF) and the Open 

Medical Institute (OMI). The first charitable private 

foundation in Austria aims to enable doctors from post

-soviet countries and countries in transition to access 

modern medicine. As result from the decade-long 

seperation of the East from the West in Europe, 

knowledge and experience with modern medical 

treatments and technologies within these countries 

was only very limited. In addition, brain drain from the 

East to the West resulted in a lack of experts. In order 

to prevent brain drain and to offer at the same time 

improved medical treatment in these countries, the 

Open Medical Institute (OMI) developed a sustainable 

three-step coaching program accompanied with career

- long mentoring. 

Friends of  the  

Salzburg Stiftung  

of  the American  

Austrian Foundation 

 

Art and Culture in Schloss Arenberg 

The beautiful setting of Schloss Arenberg in Salzburg 

offers an ideal setting for unique cultural initiatives. In 

the summer months opera camps for children and 

young adults are hosted in collaboration with the 

Salzburg Festivals and the Vienna Philharmonic 

Orchestra. The Leica Gallery regularly displays in 

Schloss Arenberg exhibitions with ever changing 

topics. In addition, weekly Chamber concerts take 

place with excellent musicians from the Mozarteum 

University Salzburg. 

A particular highlight is the Milton & Roslyn Wolf Park 

adjacent to Schloss Arenberg which was purchased 

thanks to the generous donations of the Wolf family 

and some friends of the Salzburg Stiftung. Thanks to 

Prof. Dr.h.c. Reinhold Würth, the Würth Sculpure 

Garden has provides exceptional sculptures and has 

turned the park attractive. 



3. CAPACITY BUILDING—SYMPOSIA, E-LEARNING 

 

As a third step the Open Medical Institute (OMI) offers the organisation of scientific symposia 

and visiting professorships in the home countries of the fellows to pass on the knowledge and 

experiences directly to local physicians. 

Furthermore, a comprehensive medical online-handbook (OMI Handbook Online) with regular 

updates and an international case library is available to all seminar alumni. 

Open Medical Institute - Sustainable Education in 3 Steps 

1. KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER—SEMINARS 
 

Scientific seminars designed for young and highly qualified medical specialists transmit the 

latest medical knowledge in various specialities. Each seminar lasts for a week and provides 

experience exchange with top-class international faculty from leading American & Austrian 

hospitals and universities. To date more than 28,000 physicians from 119 countries have 

participated in the OMI Seminars and applied the newly-acquired knowledge in their home 

countries for the benefit of their patients. 

 

2. EXPERIENCE EXCHANGE—OBSERVERSHIPS 

 

After successfully completing the seminar, the Open Medical Institute (OMI) offers seminar 

alumni an in-depth education during study visits (Observerships) in Austrian and American 

hospitals. For the period of one to three months the fellows learn new therapies and diagnostic 

procedures. To date more than 3,000 stipends have been awarded for the Observership 

Program. 

OMI Seminar in Salzburg 

OMI Observership:  Mentor Prof. Swoboda together with his scrubs 

OMI E-Learning   



 

Salzburg and the beautiful environment of Schloss 

Arenberg contributed significantly to the success of the 

programs of the Salzburg Stiftung of the AAF. It is our 

goal to carry on the Open Medical Institute’s 

achievements in the future and to support the 

development of future scientific and cultural projects 

at Schloss Arenberg. 

 

Friends of  the  

Salzburg Stiftung  

of  the American  

Austrian Foundation 

You can support us 
 

AS FRIEND: 

  You receive our Newsletters and visit us in Schloss 

Arenberg for the Vernissages of the Leica Gallery and 

the weekly Chamber Concerts. Furthermore, you can 

enjoy the beautiful Würth Sculpture Gardens. 

  EUR 600,- single payment (or EUR 50,- monthly) 

 

 

AS PATRON: 

  You cover the expenses for a medical specialist 

from the country of your choice to either participate 

in an OMI Seminar in Schloss Arenberg or to attend a 

clinical clerkship (Observership) for a month at the 

Salzburg Hospitals. 

  EUR 1,800,- single payment (or EUR 150,- monthly) 
 

 

AS FOUNDER: 

  You are coopted to the board of the Salzburg 

Stiftung and are actively involved in further 

developments of the Salzburg Stiftung. 

 EUR 10,000,- one-time grant 

Payments and donations are tax deductible  

according to §4a Paragraph 2 Z 1 and  

Paragraph 3 Z 6 EStG 

 

 

Bank Details: Bankhaus Spängler 

IBAN: AT81 1953 0100 0001 7179, BIC: SPAEAT2S 

Creditor ID: AT52ZZZ00000053029 

 

Contact: Dr. Rudolf Aichinger & Mag. Alma Agic 

Schloss Arenberg 

Arenbergstrasse 10, 5020 Salzburg, Austria 

Phone: +43 662 640 101, Fax: +43 662 640 110 

E-Mail: a.agic@schlossarenberg.at 

Web: www.aaf-online.org 

mailto:a.agic@schlossarenberg.at
http://www.aaf-online.org

